
Famines Part 1  
 

ñ13 Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I 

stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send 

famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it:ò (Ezekiel 14:13 KJV) 

 

* Why do we need to be good stewards of what the Lord has blessed us with, why do we need 

to save, and why do we need to teach others about saving and about making wealth? There is 
another reason mentioned in the Scripture why we need to save. The Scripture speaks about 
events that had happened in the life of the people of God that would teach us further the 
importance of saving. The Scripture speaks about famines that had occurred at various times in 
the Scripture. * Famines had happened in the Old Testament and in the New Testament too. To 
pass through such periods, we need to have savings and wealth to overcome. The following are 

some of the recorded cases of famines in the Bible:   
 
I. ñ10 And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 

there; for the famine was grievous in the land.ò (Genesis 12:10 KJV) So here Abraham, his 

family and the people with him, the church passed through famine. The church may pass 
through famine and so wealth and saving are required to overcome it.  
 

II. ñ1 And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of 

Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar.ò (Genesis 

26:1 KJV) There was a famine during the time of Isaac too. So there was a famine in the life of 

the father as well as the son. * So here when we speak about saving money or gold, it is to be 
kept to face famines or such kind of circumstances. * We donôt go and buy gold because we 

love gold and then we say it is a good investment for the future. No, that is worldliness. Save 
your resources to meet scarcity of any kind. It is better to save a stable currency that keeps its 
value than gold. Because when you sell gold, you will always lose the value of its manufacture.  
 

III. ñ1 Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do 

ye look one upon another? 2 And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: 

get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die.ò (Genesis 

42:1-2) In the life of Jacob and his children, there was famine. And we can read about this 
famine: ñ56 And the famine was over all the face of the earth: and Joseph opened all the 

storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt. 

57 And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the famine was 

so sore in all lands.ò (Genesis 41:56-57 KJV) So the famine here was severe and had affected 

the whole world. So here Jacob was ready and able to pass through the famine because he had 
stored money. ñ11 And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take 

of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, 

and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and almonds: 12 And take double money in your 

hand; and the money that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in 

your hand; peradventure it was an oversight.ò (Genesis 43:11-12 KJV) So we can learn here 

that if there is no income or revenue coming in for a certain time, then we need to use the 
reserve we have to cope with the situation. 
 

God disciplines us by cutting our financial source, depriving us of jobs, a steady salary, and 
resources in order to check the efficiency of our stewardship. Sometimes God allows famine to 
come into our lives to check if we have reserves of what He had given us in abundance in the 
past.  
 
So there are times of plenty and times of scarcity and even famine that we need to go through 
so that we are tested on our stewardship. If we had been honest, faithful, and a responsible 

steward and good manager when He had given us much, then at the time of famine or scarcity 
we can survive. But if we had sinned and squandered away what He had given us, then at the 
time of famine, our sin will find us out and we will have to face its consequences.  
 
Why do we need to save? To face the future of course! The Lord Jesus said, ñ34 Take 

therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of 

itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.ò (Matthew 6:34 KJV)  

 

Here Jesus said, ñTake therefore no thought for the morrow.ò (Matthew 6:34 KJV) * As long 

as we are good stewards today of what has been entrusted to us, then we donôt have to worry 
about tomorrow. But, if we are not good stewards of what God has entrusted to us, then we 
need to worry about the future, and even about tomorrow. So how we behave today will be the 

down payment for the future. * Squandering by itself is sin and God shall visit such sins with 
famines. Squandering will happen when people spend on idols, on their worldliness, worthless 
practices, and on their own will and plans. Those who squander and do not save really need to 
be worried about tomorrow and their future. 
 
Our saving and reserves will come in handy when we serve others who are in need and who are 

willing to serve the Lord but are hindered and troubled by the financial limitations in their 
lives. 
 
The Lord has blessed us and has called us to be a blessing to other nations. For this reason, 
God had given us the spiritual gifts to spread the Gospel, but the material things are important 
and in fact needed to bring the Gospel. Therefore, as we commit ourselves to be good stewards 

and save of what is entrusted to us, then Godôs blessings will flow through us to other people 
whom God has put around us, or whom God bring to us. That is the ultimate purpose of God.   
 

IV. ñ1 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the dearth. 2 Judah 

mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of 

Jerusalem is gone up. 3 And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they came 

to the pits, and found no water; they returned with their vessels empty; they were ashamed 

and confounded, and covered their heads. 4 Because the ground is chapt, for there was no 

rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads. 5 Yea, the hind also 

calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass. 6 And the wild asses did stand 

in the high places, they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes did fail, because there 

was no grass. 7 O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name's 

sake: for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee. 8 O the hope of Israel, the 

saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a 

wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night? 9 Why shouldest thou be as a man 

astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O LORD, art in the midst of us, and we 

are called by thy name; leave us not. 10 Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have 



they loved to wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept 

them; he will now remember their iniquity, and visit their sins. 11 Then said the LORD unto 

me, Pray not for this people for their good. 12 When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and 

when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them: but I will consume 

them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence. 13 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! 

behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; 

but I will give you assured peace in this place. 14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets 

prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake 

unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and 

the deceit of their heart. 15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that 

prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in 

this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed. 16 And the people to 

whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and 

the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their 

daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them. 17 Therefore thou shalt say this word 

unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease: for the 

virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blow. 18 If I 

go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the city, then 

behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a 

land that they know not. 19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? 

why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is 

no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble! 20 We acknowledge, O LORD, our 

wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned against thee. 21 Do not 

abhor us, for thy name's sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember, break not 

thy covenant with us. 22 Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause 

rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will 

wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.ò (Jeremiah 14:1-22 KJV) 

 
This chapter was written by the prophet Jeremiah on the occasion of a great drought, for want 
of rain. This judgment was severe as described in Jeremiah 14:1-6. ñ1 The word of 

the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the dearth. 2 Judah mourneth, and the gates 

thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up. 

3 And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they came to the pits, and found 

no water; they returned with their vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and 

covered their heads. 4 Because the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the 

plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads. 5 Yea, the hind also calved in the field, 

and forsook it, because there was no grass. 6 And the wild asses did stand in the high places, 

they snuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes did fail, because there was no grass.ò 

(Jeremiah 14:1-6 KJV) There was no water to drink and so there was no food and even no 

grass for the animals.  
 
In verse 7, ñO LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name's sake: 

for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee.ò (Jeremiah 14:7 KJV) Jeremiah 

confessed to God that the cause of this famine was the sin of the people. He prayed to God to 
put an end to this calamity and to return in mercy to their land as we can read in verses 8 and 9: 
ñ8 O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a 

stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night? 9 Why 

shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O LORD, 

art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not.ò (Jeremiah 14:8-9 KJV) 

 
But God confirmed that He would proceed in His judgment and send the famine because they 
were not willing to repent but determined to proceed in their transgression as described in 
verses 10 to 12: ñ10 Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, 

they have not refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept them; he will now 

remember their iniquity, and visit their sins. 11 Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for 

this people for their good. 12 When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer 

burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, 

and by the famine, and by the pestilence." (Jeremiah 14:10-12 KJV) Therefore, we need to 

be very careful in how we walk with God because if we sin against Him, He will surely judge 
us and He might send famine and take away what He had blessed us with.  

 
In verses 13 to 16, ñ13 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye 

shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in 

this place. 14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent 

them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you 

a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. 

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I 

sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine 

shall those prophets be consumed. 16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast 

out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have 

none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour 

their wickedness upon them.ò (Jeremiah 14:13-16 KJV) Jeremiah tried to excuse the people 

and spare them, by putting the blame on their false prophets who were misleading them, but 
God responded to that by passing His judgment on both the people and the false prophets. God 
did not excuse the people, because they had the Word of God in their hands and should have 
been discerning to know that the false prophets were telling them things contradicting Godôs 
Word. Moreover, they had complied with the teachings of the false prophets. ñ1 If there arise 

among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2 And the 

sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other 

gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; 3 Thou shalt not hearken unto the 

words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to 

know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 Ye 

shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey 

his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him.ò (Deuteronomy 13:1-4 KJV) 

Nowadays, the churches are so keen on people observing days like birthdays, wedding 
anniversaries, Motherôs Day, Fatherôs Day, Valentineôs Day, Halloween, and All Saints Days, 
and spend much on these days of idol worship. Also, the churches encourage people to be 
lavish in their food, clothes, giving and exchange of gifts. Many false prophets motivate people 
to live for the moment and not worry about tomorrow. And they say to the people lavish 
spending is the love of Christ.  

 
What is the fault of the innocent people who have been misled by false teachers, false prophets 
and false pastors who donôt teach them the whole truth of Godôs Word and donôt restrain them 
from wrong spending? The people have the Bible in their hands and they need to read it and 
discern that they are misled by false teachings and decide against indulging in idolatry and 
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